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SECRET JIDDA 7593 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MPOL. MILI, SA, SY 

SUBJECT: SAUDI F-5 MANEUVERS IN SYRIA 

REF: A. STATE 268838; B. JIDDA 7277 (NOTAL); C. JIDDA 7240 

1. WE UNDERSTAND THAT 12 SAUDI F-5 AIRCRAFT OPERATED FROM 
JORDAN TO SUPPORT A ONE-DAY ANNUAL END-OF-TRAINING-CYCLE 
EXERCISE OF SAUDI TROOPS BASED IN SYRIA. THE TRAINING 
MANEUVERS, CALLED "EXERCISE AL-YARMUK," TOOK PLACE NOVEMBER 6. 

2. WE ALSO UNDERSTAND THAT JORDAN WAS SLECTED AS STAGING 
POINT FOR AIR FORCE SUPPORT BECAUSE F-5 RANGE IS TOO SHORT 
TO SAFELY PERMIT USE OF AIR BASE AT TOBUK FOR TRAINING 
OPERATIONS IN SYRIA. 

3. WHILE EXERCISE WAS IN PLANNING STAGE, SAUDI AIR 
FORCE APPROACHED USMTM AND ASKED THAT SEVERAL US AIR 
FORCE AND NORTHRUP CIVILIAN PERSONNEL ACCOMPANY THE 
F-5 SQUADRON TO JORDAN. WE SAID THAT NEITHER US MILI- 
TARY OF CIVILIANS SHOULD ACCOMPANY RSAF TO JORDAN OR 
PARTICIPATE IN ANY OTHER WAY IN THE TRAINING EXERCISE, 

(REFS B AND C), AND INFORMED DEPARTMENT OF OUR POSITION. 
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WITH MINDEF PRINCE SULTAN WHO ORDERED THAT NO US PER- 
SONNEL PARTICIPATE IN THE EXERCISE AND AS FAR AS WE ARE 
AWARE NO RPT NO US PERSONNEL - MILITARY OR CIVILIAN - 
ACCOMPANIED THE F-5 SQUADRON DURING THEIR TEMPORARY 
DEPLOYMENT TO JORDAN. 

4. WE ARE REPEATING REF B TO SECSTATE FOR DEPARTMENT'S 
FURTHER INFORMATION. 

AKINS 
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